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Fall Fest proves successful one more time 


standing; a sumo-wrestling ring 
where those participating 
dressed in a padded sumo suit 
and helmet and attempted to 
knock one another out of the 
circle; and a massive Velcro 
wall, over 10 feet tall, that al- 


BY DANA BRIAN 

LSUS recently held its an- 
nual Fall Fest activities on Oct. 
30 and 31. This two-day event 
was chock full of activities for 
students, as well as faculty and 
staff to enjoy. 


Sex and the Campus 


Fall Fest featured a wide 
variety of entertaining events. 
In addition to the continuation 
of Thursday's student organiza- 
tion fair, there were many 


lowed participants to put on a 
suit of Velcro and attempt to 
stick themselves to the huge, in- 
flatable wall. 

Monique Rezaei, a sopho- 
more psychology major, said 


that the inflatables were her fa- 
vorite part of Fall Fest. "I really 
thought they were cool,” she 
said, "especially the laser tag 
and sumo wrestling.” 

Friday's Fall Fest featured 


things to do on Friday. While 
Friday's events got off to a slow 
start at 10 a.m,, things began to 
liven up as classes were dis- 
missed for the day. 

One highlight of the Friday 
Fall Fest activities was the in- 
flatables that were on hand. 
There were four inflatable activ- 
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Students gathered in the UC mall for food and fun at Fall Fest. 
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ities available for the enjoyment laser tag; a jousting square that 
of those attending Fall Fest: a put two people, armed with some athletic activities as well. 
huge dome allowed those who padded rods, against one an- 


entered to engage ina round of other to fight to be the last one ce FALL FES | PAGE 3 


LSUS faculty and staff get Pig ano  ahatigtng 
high marks in technology |win SAB contest 


faculty and staff,” said Bridger. "Our facil- 

ities in technology, as well as our commit- 

ment to its uses, far surpass similar public 
institutions of our size.” 

There's a reason for that. It comes in 

the form of a tiny pack- 
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College Democrats 
shi eee 
Jason's Flick Picks 


BY NEIL CASSARD 


As a part of the LSUS Halloween celebra- 
tion, SAB hosted a costume contest. The two 
winners, a gladiator and a pig, were chosen 
from six contestants, and each took home a $25 
gift card to Best Buy. 

The six contestants were a wizard, a gladia- 
tor, Jane — of Tarzan fame, a pig, a deranged 
Catholic schoolgirl and Wolverine of X-Men. By 
mere chance, the contestants were evenly split 
with three males and three females. The four 
judges, all chosen from LSUS faculty, had no 
criteria or point system to go on. They simply 
evaluated the contestants and came to a general 
consensus as to which costume they thought 
was best. 


BY MELISSA INGRAM 


Blackboard is the computer tool used 
to help professors and students communi- 
cate with each other outside of class. 


Today: 
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able to rest easy knowin 
that you attend a schoo 
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The Almagest is published on Thursday mornings and is printed by the Natchitoches 
Times. 

Comments and complaints are welcome and should be addressed to Candice Leone, 
Editor-in-Chief. They must be accompanied by your full name and email address. 


BY RACHEL WRIGHT 


OPINION 

What are the representa- 
tions of women and celebrities 
in the media, and how do they 
render their effects on average 
American women? 

It is evident that cultural 
ideals, facilitated by the media, 
have traditionally shaped the 
way we think we should look. 
Throughout history, women's 
bodies have been molded to 
mirror what is ideal of a specif- 
ic era or generation. 

How should this convince 
us that we, in our natural state, 
are not inherently good 
enough? Inevitably, we, as 
consumers, absorb the relent- 
less messages disseminated by 
the media that glamorized 
beauty is the norm and that 
this norm is _ achievable. 
Achievable, but at what ex- 
pense — at the expense of com- 
promising our own health and 


Sex and the Campus 


Media and movie stars provide a 
jaded view of physical perfection 


happiness by resorting to bing- 
ing, purging, starving our- 
selves and exercising 
compulsively? 

The pressure on women to 
look and to behave in certain 
ways is so deeply ingrained in 
our psyches that it's easy to 
overlook the impact mass cul- 
ture has on how we perceive 
ourselves and our bodies. 
Watching TV, reading maga- 
zines and newspapers, surfing 
the Net, we, as consumers, are 
constantly bombarded with 
plastic and falsified images of 
perfect beauty and extreme 
thinness. 

Portrayal of actresses and 
celebrities, like Kate Moss, 
"Ally McBeal,” Lara Flynn 
Boyle (the list is endless), and 
their effects on teenagers and 
women, coupled with differ- 
ences and changes in images of 
celebrities through the past 
few decades has produced a 
culture obsessed with physical 


perfection. 

The objectification of 
women, reducing their signifi- 
cance to mere visual symbols, 
is appalling. This personal in- 
vasion by the media and enter- 
tainment industry is fueling 
ahead at a virtually unstop- 
pable pace, and no age group 
is immune to the potential psy- 
chological, social and physical 
effects they inflict on women. 

We should understand, as 
educated, informed, and intel- 
ligent consumers that we are 
able to discern between practi- 
cal truth and air-brushed, per- 
sonally sculpted, plastic fiction 
endorsed by the fashion, enter- 
tainment and all media indus- 
tries. 

I personally am exhausted 
with the distorted messages of 
mainstream media. No longer 
should we allow the tyranny of 
body obsession to determine 
our self-worth. 


Ts sex really that important in a relationship? 


BY BO WELLBORN 
OPINION 

Is sex really that important 
in a relationship? 

Charlotte, a supporting char- 
acter on HBO's “Sex and the 
City”, married a man who she 
thought was the "man of her 
dreams" but the night before 
marrying him decided to try the 
"goods" pre-marriage. When she 


found out that Trey, her Park Av- 
enue husband, couldn't "get it 
up," she had reservations about 
marriage. 

Have you ever been so at- 
tracted to a person that all you 
think about is him, yet after the 
"first encounter" lose that attrac- 
tion because they don't measure 
up in bed? Why is it that we put 
so much emphasis on the bed- 
room performance of our part- 


ners? 

Should we not care more 
about morals, religion, econom- 
ics and compatibility? To some, a 
tiger in bed is worth being unem- 
ployed, mean, and rude. 

Why would anyone want to 
settle for no brains, only because 
the sex is great? 

Are our sexual needs more 
than our personal needs? What 
do you think? 


Trey Wimberley jumps onto the Venus Fly-Trap velcro 
wall in his velcro suit at the Children’s carnival. 


How can you help protect 
the prairie and the penguin? 


Simple. Visit www.earthshare.org and learn 
how the world’s leading environmental groups 
are working together under one name. And 
how easy it is for you to help protect the prairies 


and the penguins and the planet. 


fi Earth Share 
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Children’s carnival encourages family involvement 


By N. J. MCMICHAEL 


A Halloween carnival that 


was focused on family with 
booths geard to children was 
sponsored by the SAB. The festi- 
val was open to the public. 

"We just wanted to add one 
more event to our calendar. We 
are trying to include students 
with children. We are trying to 
encourage family involvement,” 
says Mollie Schmelzer, technical 
services coordinator. 

The booths were sponsored 
and run by LSUS organizations, 
including LAESP, Society for 
Human Resource Management, 
Zeta Tau Alpha, Sigma Nu, Phi 
Mu, American Humanics Soci- 
ety, the Association of student 
Accountants and the American 
Criminal Justice 
Society. 

Each group 
was told to deco- 
rate and design 
their booths to in- 
clude games and 
prizes that chil- 
dren would enjoy. 
There was a con- 
test for the most 
originally and 


signed booth. "The contest was 
to encourage groups to come 
help out. The winning booth will 
be given a pizza party from 
SAB," said Schmelzer. 

The winner this year was the 
Association of Student Accoun- 
tants whose booth was based 
around the children throwing 
darts to pop balloons and win 
prizes. 

The entertainment provided 
for children was plenty. There 
were various inflatables, which 
included a space jump, and a 
Venus Fly trap Velcro wall, for 
which children put on a Velcro 
suit and jumped to stick to the 
wall. 

SAB provided some of the 
candy to be given out at the 


booths, to help curb the expense 
for participating organizations. 

The children were encour- 
aged to dress in their Halloween 
costumes, and there was a con- 
test for the best and most origi- 
nal costume idea. The costumes 
ranged from princesses and Brit- 
ney Spears to the usual Spider- 
man and Superman. 

The students manning the 
booths were also encouraged to 
dress up and came donned as 
butterflies, honeybees and vari- 
ous scary creatures. 

The most surprising cos- 
tume was worn by Wolfgang 
Hinck, a marketing professor, 
who came dressed as the Flying 
Nun, female parts and all. 

The children’s-carnival was 


N. J. McMicnase 


fantastically de- Princess Danielle Jenkins throws a dart at balloons for a prize. 


friends 
don’t let friends 


drive drink 


Have a story idea? 


We want to hear it. 
Call us at 797-5328 


Or 


e-mail us at 


almagest@pilot.lsus. edu. 


fAL_L ECS... . 
continued from page 1 

A "Punt, Kick and Pass" compe- 
tition was held from 11 a.m, to 1 
p.m. The event featured both a 
men's and women's division. 
Along with this contest, the 
LSUS Men's Soccer Club also 
had a booth set up and a net 
and soccer balls available for 
those who wanted play. 

As far as food, Friday's Fall 
Fest did not disappoint. A free 
lunch was served to students 
who had their LSUS IDs. The 
lunch consisted of barbecue 
chicken shish kabobs, Cajun- 


seasoned fries and a dessert of 
caramel apples with nuts. Free 
sodas were also available, as 
well as beer, which was sold for 
$1 a cup to students who were 
21 and.older. 

Courtney Wiley, a fresh- 
man biology major, said that 
the food was one of her favorite 
parts of Fall Fest. "The food was 
really good. I really enjoyed it,” 
she said. 

Fall Fest T-shirts were 
available on Friday for $3 with 
a LSUS ID. The shirts, which 
were orange and black, fea- 
tured the SAB slogan "Fight 
Boredom.” 


Kevin Gasrano 


AMACC member sold nachos and candy at Fall Fest 
on Thursday and Friday, Oct. 30 - 31. 
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Chi Alpha searches for Counseling Center offers 
refuge to stressed students 


new student leadership 


BY MARTHA DURHAM 


Fred Watson, president of 
Chi Alpha, told members to be 
ready for a change in the dy- 
namics of their organization af- 
ter the Oct. 23 meeting. 

"If there was one meeting 


this semester you shouldn't’ 


miss, this would be it," said 
Watson. 

Chi Alpha has reached the 
turning point all on-campus or- 
ganizations ultimately reach: 
the leadership is graduating 
and moving on. 

Watson informed members 
at their weekly Thursday night 
meeting he would be resigning 
as president of Chi Alpha at the 
end of the fall semester. Wat- 
son, a senior education major, 
will graduate from LSUS in the 
spring. 

Watson decided to step 
down as president of Chi Al- 
pha this semester because his 
student teaching in the spring 
semester will prevent him from 
having the time to devote to 
Chi Alpha. 

Watson and Jim Evans, Chi 
Alpha’s faculty adviser, asked 
members to pray about filling 
the need for a president. 

Evans, a psychology in- 
structor, told students that he 
would always be there for Chi 
Alpha, but Chi Alpha was for 
the students so the students 
must rise up to lead it. 


COSTUME 
continued from page 1 


dressed as a puffy, pink pig. 


front of the University Center. 


that he was called to judge the contest at the last minute and just 
grabbed the nun costume to get in the mood. 

Kenneth Ortiz, the male contest winner who dressed as a 
gladiator, was inspired by the Russell Crowe movie of the same 
name. The female winner was Ashley Huddleston, who arrived 


The costume contest was only a small part of the SAB Fall 
Fest’ celebration that took place Thursday, Oct. 30 and Friday, 
Oct. 31 in front of the University Center. Food such as chicken 
kabobs, Cajun fries and caramel apples was available to the 
LSUS community free of charge. The Student Organizations 
Council set up a fundraising fair to help various clubs and or- 
ganizations on campus raise money. The Army National Guard 
had a table set up to hand out information, and two Clear Chan- 
nel radio stations did live remotes from the event. 

SAB sold shirts to commemorate the occasion. Rec Sports 
hosted a "Punt, Kick and Pass" football contest. A Velcro wall 
and other inflatables were available free of charge. Padded sumo 
wrestling suits were also available. A popular attraction was the 
laser tag game, Tron, which was set up in a dome tent directly in 


Watson encouraged stu- 
dents to consider filling the po- 
sition by telling them how 
being president of Chi Alpha 
has blessed his life. He said, 
"Through ministering to others 
in Chi Alpha, God has worked 
in my life." 

Chi Alpha prayed as a 
group for the raising of a new 
president at their Oct. 30 meet- 
ing. Members thanked God for 
Watson's work and asked that 
God would anoint someone to 
continue his work. 

Evans and Watson also re- 
called two years ago, when 
they were the only two mem- 
bers of Chi Alpha. Watson had 
just become president after 
having attended Chi Alpha for 
only a short time. Chi Alpha 
even lost its meeting time at the 
University Court Apartments 
Clubhouse. 

Chi Alpha is still small, av- 
eraging five to 10 students at 
each week's meeting, but Wat- 
son and Evans feel that God 
has moved within their small 
group. The group now has loy- 
al members who return week 
after week to the University 
Center to fellowship with other 
Christians and worship God. 

Chi Alpha will continue to 
hold its regular meetings under 
Watson's leadership this se- 
mester as they search for the 
student God has chosen to lead 
Chi Alpha into the future. 


BY NISREEN N. HAJAJ 


Towards the end of the se- 


mester, many students begin to 
feel burned out on school. 
Homework, projects and term 
paper deadlines approach, and 
some students can have difficul- 
ties trying to keep up with their 
school work, 

Stress can hinder the stu- 
dent's performance and interfere 
with the student's ability to per- 
form his daily tasks normally. 
Factors other than stress, such as 
anxiety or depression, could also 
affect students’ school perform- 
ance, Students who face these 
problems may not know where 
to turn for help in their state of 
confusion. Students who face 
such problems not only put their 
academic life in jeopardy, but 
also their relationships. 

Many students may not be 
aware of how much help the 
counseling center has to offer. 
One of the main missions for the 
counseling center at LSUS is to 
spread awareness among stu- 
dents, and that is by offering 
support and help through pro- 
fessional counseling. 

From stress to anxiety to de- 
pression to abuse, the counsel- 
ing center helps students "get 
the help they need and deserve.” 
Many people could get sick 
physically, as well as mentally. 
The most important thing for 
students is to know that there is 
a place where they can seek 
comfort free of charge. 

According to Paula Lewis, 
director of the counseling center, 
the center does not only coordi- 
nate orientation to familiarize 


students with the counseling 
services, but it also offers per- 
sonal counseling, educational 
counseling and coordinates with 
the Career Center and shares re- 
sponsibilities with them. Lewis 
said the counseling center en- 
counters students through a va- 
riety of means. Some students 
may call and make an appoint- 
ment themselves, or others are 
referred to the center by con- 
cerned faculty or staff members. 
Lewis said that universities and 
colleges across the nation are 
seeing higher incidents of stu- 
dents who are coming in for 
counseling who have severe 
problems and issues. She said 
the most common issues that 
students seek counseling about 
are relationship problems and 
stress. The counseling center 
tries to help students whether 
the problem is school related or 
not, because any problem could 
affect the student academically. 

"We see the student as a 
whole person. Even if they had 
problems outside school, it 
could still affect them and bring 
more stress," said Lewis. Some 
other problems that students fre- 
quently face are depression and 
anxiety disorders. Speech, math 
and exam anxiety are also very 
common among students. 

Lewis stressed the fact that 
the counseling center teaches 
students how to gain coping 
skills to deal with their problems 
and offers different kinds of 
help. The counseling center's 
Web site offers self-help infor- 
mation that points students in 
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the right direction if they need 
counseling. The center is not a 
long-term care center, but it 
refers students to a professional 
specialist that could help the stu- 
dent more if the help the student 
needs is beyond the scope and 
capabilities of the counseling 
center, The counseling efforts 
and records are separate from a 
student's record; the counseling 
center is very confidential with 
any information they obtain 
about a student. 

The counseling center 
would not keep records confi- 
dential, however, if a student 
was endangering himself or oth- 
ers or if it received a court order 
involving a law suit, but no oth- 
er person from school would 
have access to the student's 
counseling record due to the law 
that protects their privacy. 

Paula Atkins, assistant di- 
rector of the counseling center, 
stressed that the counseling cen- 
ter is not only for those who 
come to seek counseling help, 
but also to those who have men- 
tal and physical disabilities and 
helps provide proper accommo- 
dations for those students, Stu- 
dents have the option to tell their 
instructor what type of disability 
they have or not to disclose it. 

The counseling center has 
hosted several events such as 
Anxiety Screening Day and 
Stress Free Zone in the past and 
will host more in the near future. 
For more information, visit 
http://www.lsus.edu/sdce, 
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EQUILIBRIUM IS 
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Physics was a lot more interesting 


after Fall Fest's $1 beer day. 
BY JASON 


BUT IT'S LITTERED WITH TOLLS. 


Fees. Charges. Hidden costs. Over time these things can erode the retirement 


savings you're working so hard to build. Contact us, a company known for keeping 


costs low. {t ain't a free ride, but it's close. 
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Managing money for people 
with other things to think about.” 
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Bossier Parish school board for 
BLACKBOARD the access of their faculty. 


continued from page 1 

school in Louisiana that wants to 
have access to Blackboard. A 
larger server, purchased by the 
technology fee, was needed to ac- 
commodate the increase of Black- 
board usage. A training room, 
called the Teaching, Learning and 
Technology Center (TLTC) in the 
Old Library 


Mainiero said she doesn't 
know how she could teach with- 
out it, and it really helps in her 
math and science methods class, 
because each subject is separated 
and the students don't have to 
deal with the subject that is not 
their specialty. When Mainiero re- 
ceived her bachelor's degree from 

LSUS in 1993, 


building rO"c —————————ees S there was no 


209-210, is cur- 
rently being set 
up especially for 
classes on Black- 
board. Austin 
hopes it will be 
ready and func- 
tioning by De- 


cember. i ac k ") Oo a T d 


type of com- 
puter system 
like Black- 
board, but 
when she re- 
ceived her 
master's de- 
gree 10 years 
later, it made a 


Recently the www.blackhoard.com difference to 


College of Edu- 

cation and Human Development 
was represented at the Black- 
board Southeast Users Group 
Conference in Orlando, Fla. 
Melissa Mainiero, coordinator of 
assessment, accountability and 
continuing accreditation, and Dr. 
Debbie Williams, assistant profes- 
sor of Education, traveled to Flori- 
da to present Blackboard to 
several educators from around 
the country. Mainiero and 
Williams saw the importance of 
Blackboard not only at LSUS, but 
also in the Caddo and Bossier 
Parish school systems. The pro- 
gram was purchased by the 


her to have ac- 
cess to the system. 

Many changes are being 
made to improve Blackboard and 
computer use on the campus as a 
whole. Professors now have the 
option of having classes online, 
but before they do so, they must 
take a 10-week training course on 
how to teach online. Currently, 
there are 11 faculty members en- 
rolled in the training course. 
Austin said they must take the 
course because she wants to make 
sure "that anything that goes on- 
line with LSUS' name on it is qual- 


ity.” 
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College Democrats looking to establish on campus 


BY KIMBERLY CHESTER 


There is a new group on the 
LSUS campus this semester. In 
the past, many students who 
want to become involved and in- 
formed in the political process 
have not had very many options 
to choose from when it comes to 
organizations to join. But the 
times have changed. This se- 
mester, Scott Wolf, an LSUS 
alumnus, has set out to organize 
the "College Democrats" on the 
LSUS campus. 

"Our student membership 
stands at seven right now, so 


that is why we definitely want to 
spread the word that we are 
open to anyone who wants to 
get involved, especially to those 
who want to participate in the 
campaign process," said Wolf. 
We are helping out on the Blan- 
co for Governor campaign right 
now.” 

The College Democrats are 
encouraging everyone to partici- 
pate, regardless of political affil- 
iation. "I think the real objective 
is just to educate everyone and 
to let people know what is going 
on in the political arena right 
now,” said Ryan Jones, a politi- 


Lincoln Center to host 
Third World Conference 


BY BO WELLBORN 


The LSUS Lincoln Center 
for American Studies hosts the 
21st annual meeting of the As- 
sociation of Third World Stud- 
ies today through Saturday. 

This event is the second in- 
ternational conference hosted 
by Dr, William Pederson of the 
Lincoln Center. 

Today in the LSUS Univer- 
sity Center is a presentation by 
Dr. Michael Sartisky, president 
and executive director of the 
Louisiana Endowment for the 
Humanities. 

“Dr. Sartisky so graciously 
provides funding for our pro- 
grams here at the school, and 
he enables our student to re- 
ceive such knowledge to better 
prepare them for the ‘real 
world,’ said Pederson. 

The objectives of the Asso- 
ciation of Third World Studies 
are to; 

1, Provide ongoing open 
forums to discuss and analyze 
Third World problems and de- 
velopments from different per- 
spectives or viewpoints, and 
thus improve understanding of 
the underlying forces shaping 
the destiny of the Third World 
and impacting global develop- 
ments. 

2. Promote professional 
development through the en- 
couragement of research, pub- 
lication and teaching in the 
area of Third World Studies. 

3. Facilitate professional 
and social communication by 
sponsoring activities that will 


bring together persons interest- 
ed in Third World Studies. 

4. Promote the enhance- 
ment of the quality of life of 
Third World peoples through 
formal association with private 
and public institutions in- 
volved with development in 
the Third World. 

Dr. Thelma B. Thompson, 
President of the University of 
Maryland Eastern Shore will be 
given a key to the city in honor 
of her work for Third World 
countries. 

On the agenda for this con- 
ference, the speakers will dis- 
cuss the Middle East, African 
studies, Latin American, Niger- 
ian culture, human rights and 
activism. 

Sessions will be conducted 
in the University Center all day 
on Friday and Saturday with 
over 125 scholars from all parts 
of the United States and many 
other continents including Eu- 
rope, Africa and Asia. 

“Third World countries are 
those with a centralized gov- 
ernment, developing nations 
and nations with considerable 
financial needs," said Pederson. 

Admission for this week- 
end is open to the public and 
free, Students and faculty are 
encouraged to take part in the 
conference. 

For more information, con- 
tact Dr. William Pederson, di- 
rector of the institute at (318) 
797-5138. 


cal science major. Once the De- 
mocrats have 20 members, they 
can “officially” become a recog- 
nized organization on the LSUS 
campus. 

"As soon as we meet the 
minimum number of students 
for an organization, we can put 
together a Constitution and elect 
officers,” said Wolf. "That is 
why I am encouraging everyone 
to get involved because you will 
likely be able to play a big role 
once you do." 

Wolf graduated from LSUS 
in 1996 with a bachelor's degree 
in criminal justice and a minor 
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in political science. He received 
his Master's degree in criminal 
justice from the University of 
Arkansas, where he also gradu- 
ated from law school in 2002. 
The College Democrats 
have adopted the platforms that 
are stated by the national organ- 
ization of College Democrats. 
The issues that are emphasized 
are in relation to student con- 
cerns. They include the belief 
that higher education should be 
available and affordable to all 
qualified individuals, regardless 
of economic status. The College 
Democrats also support tax de- 


29-38; M-Xio22 06-89.50. 


ductions for college tuition in a1 
effort to encourage college at 
tendees. 

All students are encourage 
to attend, and they need not be: 
hard-core political fanatic t 
join. The meetings are open t 
anyone interested in becomin; 
involved. 

State Representative Cedri 
Glover attended and spoke a 
the group's second meeting 
The next and last meeting fo 
the College Democrats will bi 
Tuesday, Nov. 18, during Com 
mon Hour, room 108 in Bronsot 
Hall. 


PFLAG offers $1,000 
scholarships to lesbian 
and gay college students 


BY RACHEL WRIGHT 


Lesbians and Gays has announced that 25 or more $1,000 scholar- 
ships are available for the 2004-2005 academic year. 

The purpose of these scholarships is to recognize outstanding 
Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual and Transgendered students, to encourage 
continuing education for self-identified GLBT students and to help 
these students foster a positive image of young people in society. 

To be eligible for one of the scholarships, the student must 
self-identify as Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual, or Transgendered, be 17 
years or older as of April 15, 2004, be a resident of Louisiana, and 
be planning to attend — or currently attending — a post-second- 
ary educational institution, 

Applications can be obtained by visiting the Web site at 
www,plflagno.org, which delivers a quicker response. The Lesbian 
and Gay Community Center, located at 2114 Decatur Street in 
New Orleans, will also have applications available. Additionally, 

inancial aid officers and counselors at all Louisiana colleges and 

niversities will have applications on hand for current or prospec- 
tive students. 
All applicants will be notified of results by April 25, 2004. 
Additional information can be obtained by addressing an e- 
mail to the following address: scholarship@pflagno.org, or by 
ritten request at PFLAG-New Orleans, Scholarship Committee, 
P.O. Box 15515, New Orleans, LA 70175. 
PFLAG was officially formed in New York City in 1981, The 
organization originated as a safe and non-judgmental place where 
parents and children could meet, identify with each other, and be- 
gin to understand that nothing was wrong with them because they 
jadopted different sexual preferences, 

According to its official Web site, PFLAG's role is to educate 
society and to coordinate public support about homosexuality. As 
ladvocates for equal rights for their gay, lesbian and bisexual fami- 
ily members and friends, PFLAG members are respected and rea- 
soned voices to which political, religious and media decision 

makers listen. 
| "We at PFLAG truly have an agenda," said 1999-2001 president 
Dolores Lesnick. "It's an agenda to support, educate and advocate 
which is our mission statement. 
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BY JASON LIMERICK 


"Eight Crazy Nights" 


We've got two animated 
flicks this week, and like a 
good news/bad news situation, 
I'll give you the worst first. 
"Eight Crazy Nights" is Adam 
Sandler's romp in the animated 
genre and like most of San- 
dler's work, it's an acquired 
taste. I happen to love his 
movies, "Happy Gilmore" and 
"The Waterboy" are low brow 
classics, and his simple charm 
and over-the-top supporting 
cast has gained him quite a fol- 
lowing. The problem is that the 
Sandler formula doesn't trans- 
late well to animation. 

"Eight Crazy Nights" is the 


story of a troublemaker — 
shunned by his small town af- 
ter constantly ruining the holi- 
days — and the loveable old 
loser who takes him under his 
wing to try and cure his 
grumpy predisposition. The 
story had some really funny 
moments, and I was surprised 
to find myself laughing out 
loud at parts. 

I was also surprised at the 
content. I hadn't checked be- 
fore I watched it for the rating 
so the first few times they said 
"shit," I was shocked. The 
movie is PG-13, and it pushes 
very adult elements for an ani- 
mated film that looks like a 
kid’s holiday flick; parents 
should be aware of that. But 
hey, I think it's great. There 
should be more diversity in an- 
imated films for adult or older 
audiences, and I love when a 
studio goes out on a limb and 
makes a flick with some balls. 

The down side to "Eight 
Crazy Nights" is that it feels 
stale at times, and Sandler's 
songs for the flick are often out 
of place and not really that 
good. Also, have you ever no- 
ticed how Sandler flicks always 
have some kind of product 
placement in them? It never re- 
ally bothered me before, be- 
cause hey, the guy’s got to eat, 
right? This time it was way out 
of hand though. There's a mo- 
ment in the film where he has 
five major advertising labels 
doing a musical number — 
Foot Locker, GNC, Radio 
Shack, etc.. — and it gets really 
ridiculous. Like a commercial 


just springs up in the middle of 
the movie. I mean, doesn't he 
have enough dough now? Why 
do we have to sit through this 
crap? Anyway, overall I liked 
the movie, and I'd recommend 
it for Sandler fans and anyone 
else who's a fan of low — brow 
high jinks. 
KKK YY 


"Finding Nemo" 

I'm not big on Disney. 
Now, I have my reasons and 
one day when I have the time, 
I'll explain my problem with 
the modern Disney system. But 
I have to say I think Pixar may 
be the studio of the future and 
is the most creative and in- 
spired animation studio since 
Walt was running the House of 
Mouse. 

Let's see, the good points 
about "Finding Nemo" are just 
about right at the beginning 
and go until about the credits. 
The bad points of "Finding 
Nemo” are pretty much nonex- 
istent. This is the best Pixar 
movie ever. This is probably 
the best contemporary Disney 
film. I think it's better than 
"The. Lion King" and better 
than "Aladdin" or “The Little 
Mermaid." In fact, the only 
thing that comes close is "Beau- 
ty and the Beast." 

The story is warm, gen- 
uine, compelling and captivat- 
ing without ever getting 
formulaic or predictable. The 
characters are multidimension- 
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Thursday, Nov. 6 
7am.-10p.m. 
Intemational Lincoln Center's Third World Studies 
Association Conference 


Friday, Nov. 7 
7am.-10p.m. 

Third World Studies Association Conference 
International Lincoln Center's Third World Studies 
Association Conference 
SSS 2nd year - Sophomore Focus 


Nov. 8 - 14 is National Pursuit of 
Happiness Week! 


Saturday, Nov. 8 
National Cook Something Bold and Pungent Day 
National Return It! Day 
7 a.m, - 10 p.m. 
Third World Studies Association Conference 


Sunday, Nov. 9 
Berlin Wall Opening Day 
4p.m.-6p.m. 
Delia Sigma Theta 
4p.m,-9p.m. 
Zeta Tau Alpha 
5 p.m. -8 p.m. 
Phi Mu 
7 p.m. - 9:30 p.m. 
Sigma Nu 


Monday, Nov. 10 
Marine Corps Birthday 
12 p.m. - 12:30 p.m. 
SSS 1st year - Impress your Professor 


FLICK PICKS 


continued from page 7 


seen this year. And it's pretty 
damn funny. The animation is a 
quantum leap, purely jaw drop- 
ping. Sometimes you just have 
to stop and say to yourself "Oh, 
my God, look at that. Look at the 
water or the skin.on that shark!” 
I had high expectations, and it 
blew them away. Bottom line is, 
Pixar has done the impossible 
and made movies that are not "Leon the professional” 
only tolerable to both kids and Jean Reno is a bad, bad 
adults, ‘but they've actually man. 


made a movie that the whole 
family can love. I'm going to 
have to buy this one— and I 
don't even have kids. 


Kk KY 


Jason's off the 
scale, must see, all 
time classics 


~ Apply electronically for federal 
student aid. It's fast, free, 


Tuesday, Nov. 11 
Veteran’s Day 
10:30 a.m. - 11 a.m. 
SSS 4th year - Insurance and 401K Plans 
8pm. 
BCM TNT 


Wednesday, Nov. 12 
12. p.m. - 12:30 p.m, 
$S$ 2nd year - Overcommitted, Overwhelmed, and Over IT: 
Strategies for the Bumtout Student 
12 p.m. - 12:30 p.m. 
$$$ Ist year - College cutting into your budget? 
12 p.m.,, BCM LSUS Luncheon 
7 p.m, -9p.m. 
Zeta Tau Alpha Meeting 


Thursday, Nov. 13 


National World Kindness Day 
1Wam.-12 p.m. 
SGA meeting — 
10:30 a.m. - 11 a.m. 
SSS 2ndyear- __ 


Moving out of 
the nest? 
10:30 a.m. - 
11am. 
SSS Ist year - 
Writing Work- 
shop "Writing 
Across the 
Disciplines" 


and easy. 


